% 


. * N 
* 0 
S . 
ns 
- 
£ 


* i 3 wrt 
— * 4 
ry 5 
p 5 { hyde 8 AE 7 


* — 
2 
pegs Bog 


— 
a 
KAY 4 : 
4 


o 


| The Lee e nd Bas 
8 O 4-4 8 0 40 0 IC 


= ſ «4 i 4 . t is AY Tx, * 
7 A x. : - : 8 er 
; d he tld 4 * 5 i 1 ** 
' ; \ 


PREACHED 
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Who Departed this Life. Jan. 28 
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Where is the Hiſe? Where is the Scribe *—— Hath no: (i 
Cod made Focliſh the 1 f. of this PVorld ? 1 
Cor. I. 20, THE 

I thank Thee, O Father becauſe thou haſt bid Fa 
theſe things from the il and Prudent, ad biſt (ed 
revealed them unto Babes. Even ſo, Father, jor ſo Wh 
it ſeemed good in thy hebt, Mar. 11. 25. 26. 
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: To my Worthy Friend, 


Mivan, 


HE following Diſcourſe had not 
ſeen the Light but in compliance 
with the Will of the Dead, and your ſuper- 
added Defire, . | 
Tho 1 muſt confeſs, the having an 
Opport unity to give the World ſame Taſt 
of his excellent Spirit, and to propoſe him 
as one who was à living Inſtance of the 
Power of Godlineſs, in this Atheiſticat 
and degenerate Age, makes me unwilling 
that ſuch Worth ſbond be concealed; 
and the rather, if there has been any 
Efforts made by ill Inſtruments, to weaken 
his Character os «a Good Man, ard ſirile 
_ at his Virtue where bis Defence was ſo 
l 45 think not Madam, ſuch Treat- 
ment ſtrange: When our LORD himſelf, 
for bis innocent Freedom, could not 
nn "els 


The Dedication. It 
eſcape the Reproach of Tongues, * na 
wonder if his Diſciples bear their part 
in Calumny too. 1 
Ve live in au Age, mherein: Men (are 
very ſevere in cenſuring others, but remiſs 
in charging themſelves ; and can fancy 
they ſee Motes in their Brothers Eye, 
when they diſcern not the Beams that are 
in their own. Sr aa a IE 
I have not attempted to ſet off. the en- 
ſuing Sermon, in an Artiſeial Dreſs, 
or with the Wiſdom of Max's Words, 
furted to the Airy Genius of tbe Times, - 
but have rather choſen to make nſe of the 
Sword of the SPIRIT, the Word of 
G OD, in Encountring pernicious and 
Hurt ful Errors, that drown Mex in Per- 
dition, and do. as effeFually damn 46 
il! Morals. And were Scripture Argu- 
ments more urged, there wou'd be a greater 
probability of reaching the Canſciences of 
Gain-fayers, than by all the fine, ſpun 
Reaſonings of Flefhly Wiſdom, 
I bade forbore any thing, that might _ 
juſtly be deemed an undue Reflection, 
upon any Profeſſion of Wiſe and Learned 
Men ʒ laing willing not to provoke, but 5 


— 
®* 1 


4 


1 .- 1 o e n Si 
N * Mat. 11. 19. 1 Mat. 7. 4. : 


to 
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t win ; or if 1 to provoke, it. ſhould 
0 60 eonſider their Aunger, that 
they tre ſet-in{lippery places. Their in- 
#elleFnal ' Accompliſhments may betray 
them to "their" Ruin, und the R eafon- 
ings of Fleſhly Wiſdom 0 if not Rept un- 
4 a Guard) wil expoſe to, the  extreameſt 
Hazards. N 

It. comfortable, M | Madam, for You, 


and. ſurviving "Relations, to refteck upon 
thoſe - ſingular Endowmeits, with which 
the: Deceaſed wa Bleſſed, and with al 
ving Humility "that Graced his 
Accompliſbments\ z together with that war 


that 'ſhiz1 


Zeal," in tbe Canſe of Gol, and the In- 


rereſts- of Revealed Religion, that diſ- YA 
cover d ii ſelf Tho he might have made 


as great Pretenſions' fo Reaſon, aud was. 
flockd" with as large «ſh «ſhare of intelled a 
Improvements, as the moſt, who are ger. 
Deifying their Reaſons, and paying Ol ey. 
ſance to their on Performances,” Jet 


he always paid 4 profound deference” to 


the Revealed Will of God, and did 
mot only bow-his own Reaſon to that, 
but dig. wery 2 lement the Swer . 
ding FA N 2) ingenious Minds 

from t ule ef the Word. Ard it 
was hir "__ trouble, to ſee with what 
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The Dedication. We 

4 Guſt, Errour was imbifeds bow how 
1780 aid ſpread it ſelf,. and 1 
Brent pernicium Dock riet nal 0) 
1 ſcriptural, but. 4 ver ark Ne 


Scriptures, were. * 
But pardon me, i. has L 10 forthe 
recount his Excellencies, leſt 1: fbou'd 
Wound, N * Healing, and add to 
jour Grief, whe ought racers allayin, 
That you 47% learn to liue above every 


humble Acquieſcence. in divine. Diſpoſals, 

you did _ grudg God te Ne he 

has removed ; ba rather do rejevce has 

you bad ſuch 4 Meroy 10 6 bat 
ow 


pt may Re 255 Promiſe wh 


— 


gain called to af Tait itt God will 
Husband to the Widaw,.cud al/o 


Daughters, is the e \Defire. awd, 
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Funeral Sermon 
9 On the DEATH of 
D. WILLIAM GAY. 


* 


1 con. L part of the 26 th ved. 


Not many Wi ſe Men 1 the Al 
E are called. | 


"N the Gredt Buſineſs of Man 8 Salvation, 
there are Two things, among others, 
KM. wherein. the Wiſdom of the Fleſh, doth 
nde the Wiſdey of God: The Firſt, 
reſpects the Way and Method that God 
takes in the Saving of Men; The Second, 
ihe Objects that are "Choſtn and Called to his 
alvation. And our Apoſtle in this Choptor 
takes nofice 5 both theſe Caſes. > f 
„ 1. The Wiſdar of the Fleſh is apt to Gd. 
tron. the Wiſdom of God, in the Way and 
Hint od he. 15 of Saving Men. This the 
le Inſintates in the 21. v. For after 
50 WW [the Widen of God, "7 . by 
B W Yao 


* 


2 A Funeral Sermon on the 
Men after the Fleſh reputed and eſteemed 
ſuch) to Save them that Believe, What kind 
of Preaching this was, that was ſo efficaci- 
ous, and yet id. delpiſed z the Apoltte in- 
forms us in the 17th, and 18th verſes. It 
was a Pre N the Goſpel, not with Wiſ- 
dom of Mans Words, left the Croſs F Chriſt 
ſhoud be made of none Effect; but a Preaching 
ol the Croſs which, to them that Perſſted, ths 
accounted Fooliſhneſs, but to them that were 
Sword, it Was the Power of God. _ The A- 
poſtle goes on in the 23d v. to Treat of 
that general Oppoſition that this Kihd of 
Preaching met with, both from Jew and 
_ Gentile. We -Predth Chriſe Caan do the 
Jews a Stumbling Block and ro uhr Greeks Foo- 
l;ſbneſs. But to prevent miſtakes, he Antici- 
Pates an Objection in the 24th v. Unto them 
which are called, both Jews, and Greehs, Cie 
the power of God, and the Wiſdom of God, K. 4. 
Dont miſtake me, as tho? I aſſerted, that all 
the Jews Stunmbled at a Chriſt Crueified, 
or. all the Greeks accounted the Preaching 
of Chriſt Cruciſied Fooliſhneſs ; No, there 
were fome, both of Jews and Greeks, to 
whom he was the Power of God, and the 
IWifdom of God, i. e. they ſaw chat boch the 
Power and the Wiſdom of God, did fhine 
th in Chriſt Jeſus, and were IIluſtriouſſj 
_-  Diſplay'd in the Methods of Salvation, in ant 
through him. And then the Apoſtle pro- 
cecds in the 25th v. to prove that how- 
5 ever 
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Death of Dr. William Gay. 3 
ever the. K ſe Men of the Warld mighr 
Judge the Way of God, in the ſaving of Soul 
to be - Foolrſhneſs, that God did herein far 
out-doe all the dm of the World. 
And thoſe very Difpenſattens which the 
Wriſden of the Fleſh was apt to Impeach, as 
Weak and Frghfb, God won't make it Evi- 


dent, that there was in them a Diſplay of 


more Wiſdom and Wight than ever the Fleſh, 


or the Wiſe men after it, were Maſters of. 
S 


And to Convince thefe Corinthians heregf, 


he appeals to their own Knowledg, and 


Senſe and Experience of things, in the verſe 
of my Text. For you. ſee YOUR Calling Pre- 
thren, By that Preaching, which the World 
accounts Foolifhnefs, you have been cated 
and brought over to the Fafth of Chriſt. 
What, Moral Smaſian and the Miſclom of the 
Fleſh, with all its Reaſonings con'd not do, 
that the Preaching of the Croſs of Chriſt has 
done: Wherein thoſe Methods proved Weak, 
and ineffectual; this way of God was Powerful 
and Frevalling.  - . RR: 
Thus the Apaſtte removes all juſt Graynd 
of Caviling as to the way of God, in bring- 
ing home Sinners to himſelf by the Preach- 


ing of the Croſs of Chriſt. 


2. The Wiſdom of the Fleſh, is apt to Con- 
front the Wiſdom of God, as to the Objells 
whom he chuſeth, and calls to Salvation. T hoſe 
who will be accounted Men of Reaſon and 


| Thought, are forward enough, many times, 


to give their ſenſe of things, after this man- 
ner. That the Ter fitteſt to be r 
WE” „ On YY Du oo" 


4 A Funeral Sermon on the 

« and Called of God, are the Wiſe, and the 
** Prudent, the Great and the Hononrable 
& Perſons of Name, Worth, Reputation, and ſuch 
© as make a Figure in the World, as being the 


ce likelieſt Perſons, to be an Honour fo Reli- 


de gion, and advance the Deſigns of God's 
« Glory : But when, inſtead of ſuch heing 
Choſen and called, they ſee the Mean, the 
Vile and the Contemptible, are generall 

pitched upon, to ſhare in the Salvation © 

| God, and are oftimes the greateſt promoters 
of the Deſigns of God's Glory ; they are 
apt to be offended. | Fs. 

Now the Apoſtle, in my Text, and fol- 
lowing Verſes, offers ſomewhat to remove 
this Offence, He owns, that not many 
IViſe Men after the Fleſh, not many. Mighty, 
not many Noble are called; but yet, God 
would not loſe his Glory, nor be Fruſtra- 
ted in his deſigns, For God hath choſen the 
Fooliſh things of the World, to Confound the 
Wiſe— and the Weak things of the World, to 


Confound the things which are Mighty * And 


baſe things of the World, and things which are 
deſpiſed, bath God choſen, yea, and things 
which are not to bring to Nought, things that 
are, that no Fleſh (howd Glory in by Pre- 
ſence. | „ 


In the Words, we have theſe Two parts. 


1. A pri viledege recagnix d; Ye ſee your 
Calling. Tho“ the preaching. of . Chriſt, is 


ordinarily to the Jews a Stumbling Block, 


and 


— .- -_ 
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and to che Greeks Fooliſnneſs, it has had 


other kind of Influence upon you, whereas, 


you might have ſtumbled, and have been 
Offended, as well as others 


2. A Specification of the peculiarity anddrf- Th 


tinguiſhingneſs of it. How that not many WWiſe 
Men atter the Fleſh, not many Mighty, not many 
Noble are called. By viewing Perſons of a 
higher Rank, and Order than your ſelves, 
who generally fall ſhort of this Calling; 
you may hence ſee how diſtinguiſhing the 
Goodneſs, and Grace, and Love of God to 
you-wards is. | 


Three Ranks, or Orders of Perſons. are 


here mention'd ; the Firſt of which, is that 
which at ' preſent, we principally intend to 


Conſider. And we ſhall offer the Propoſition 


in no other view but this, 


DOCTRINE. 


There ane but few of the Wiſe Men 


after the Fleſh, that are Efficaciouſly, 
aud Savingly Called. | 


So great has been the Veneration, and 
Eſteem, paid to the A4emories of thoſe that 
have been reputed Wiſe Men, that differing 
Countries have ſtrongly conteſted for the 
places of their Birth; and thoſe that cou'd 
make the Cleareſt Pretenſions, have mightily 
valued themſelves, as breathing in the ſame 
Air, and being born in the ſame _ 

OM R 1 9 5 Bor 
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6 A Fanerdt Sermon on the 
But that which will ſerve to recommend 
us to Men, will not recommend us ta the 


| 2 Almighty. For that which is gh eſteemed 
| among men, is (oftimes) an Avaminapion in 


the ſight of God, Luke 16. 18. | 
In the Proſecution of the Truth before 
us, we ſhall purſue this following 


| METH OD. 


| F. Give you the Notion of a WISE 


| MAN after the FLESH 
| II. Enquire what that CALLING Et, 
| that is generally denied ta WISE 
| n FLESE. ...: 
| III. Exempliſie and F the TROTH 
of the PROPOSITION from 
c 


ripture Inſtances. 


| IV. Offer ſomething to Vindicate the 
| proceedures of the Great God in (fre- 
| quently) paſſing. by, and not Calling 
1 the WISE MAN after the FLESH. 
f V. And LASTLY, Make forme Practi- 
| cat Improvement on the Whole. 


| I. We ſhall ſtate the Notion of « WISE 
| And he may be Conſider d under a more 
ö | Groſs, or under a more refisd Character. 


1. Under 4 more Greſs Character. c And 
then, a Wiſe man after the Fleſh, is a Gern 
he | A 3 


» 
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Deuth of Dr. William Gay. #9 
Ferfaul, Worldly Minded Man. One whoſe 
Wildoty principally refers to, and centres 
in, the mean and low, and periſhing things 
of this prefent Life. One that is ſubtle, 
and Crafty for the World, and (poſſibly) 
Aicks not at indirect Meaſures, provided 
they have cheir Subſerviency to promote 
his Exrthly and Covetous deſigns, and is 
well verſed, in K -- and 
practices, of gung beyond, and defr andi 
others. 2. You ave his Character in 720 
Words. y. 4. 22. He is Wiſe to do Evi, 
but to do good be bas uo Knowledg, Or as 
the Apoſtle Ipeaks, Phil. 3. 19. He is One 
whoſe End i Deſt Moen, winſ Gd his 
, whoſe Glory is in his Shame, who MIND. 
EY EARTHIT THINGS, ©» 
2. We may Oonſider him Under a more 
refined Charafer. And ſo it may denote a 
Perſon of great Natural Endowments and 
Moral Acquirements. One that exceeds the 
common Level in Capacity, and is efſteem'd 
an Intelligent, Knowing, Judicious and Dif- 
certting Man. The Jews had ſuch in high 
1 and uſed more eſpecially to eſteem 
of thoſe, that were che Teachers and Ex- 
potiaders of their Law, as Wiſe Men. And 
in other Nations, thoſe thut have been Skill 
full in the Learning of the Times, have been 
accounted fuch. Hence Mefæ was deſer vedly 
looked upon 4s à Wiſe Man, according ro 
the Nvtion of the Times, becauſe he was 


n (a) 1 The. 4. 6. 


Learned 


» alli Go dy — 1 — 
. aan Gr <crantedg 
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Revelation of God, (Which is a common caſe:) 


& Funeral Sermon on the 

Learned in all the Miſdom of the Egyptians, 
Acts J. 22. This Wiſe Man after. the Hleſb, 
(if we coalider him under a Complex, and 
Comprehealive Notion) is one whoſe. Natu- 
ral Abilities are more than common, , who 
for quickneſs, and ſharpneſs of Parts, exceeds 
the moſt; and to add to his Character, is 
well furniſned with all neceſſary Human Li- 
terature, one, who can, upon t he Stock he has, 
make conſiderable Improvements, ſometimes 
in traceiug the Footſteps of Nature, or in pry- 
12g into Maxims of State, or purſuing Nice and 


Curious Speculations in one Kind or Faculty, 


or another; and is capable to reſolve many 
of thoſe Phenomena's which are meer Riddles 
to others, and to talk with ſome. Con- 
ſiſtenc upon thoſe poiats, which to; the Vul- 
gar appear abſtruce and knotty; but doth 
all the wiile reſt in thoſe Improyements that 
do meerly reſult from Natures ſtock, and 
thoſe other helps he has, without being in- 
quilitive after Divine, and Spiritual, and 


Saving Knowledge. He is taken up with 


Narure and Human Accompliſhments, fo as 
to forget the God o Nature: Or, however, 
is ſatisfy'd with thoſe Notices, that he 
can attain unto in a Rational way, and 
neglecting Revelation, is for forming and 
moduling his Thoughts and Notions of Di- 
vine Fhings, according to the ee 


of his own narrow Conceptions. And if, 


perhaps, he be miſled in his Reaoning, and 
argues falſely, and inconſiſtently with the 


Jet 
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yet he pays ſuch a deterence to his own Senti- 
ments, as to adhere to'theſe, rather than 
be guided by the Mind and declared H ii 
of the moſt HIGH. Hence the Apoſtle ex- 
preſly faith, Rom. 8. 7. The Carnal Mind, 
$e/mue Tis Zagxes, the Wiſdom of the Fleſh is 
Enmity again God, And herein it ſhews | 
it ſelf, in purſving Fleſhly Reaſonings, tho 
they run Counter to the Informations 
of the Word. Thus, you have the Character 
of a Wiſe Man after the Fleſh, One that is 
meerly and only fo. 

We proceed to a Second General. 

II. We ſhall next Enquire what that 
CALLING is which is generally denied 
to WISE MEN after the FLESH. 

There is an outward and common Calling, and 
there is an inward and ſpecial Calling. 
I. There is an outward and common Calling. 
This our Lord ſpeaks of, Mat. 22. 14. 
Many are called and few choſen. This Cal 
is ſo general as to reach and concern all 
that are within the Sound of the Goſpel. And 
in this ſenſe, there are mam Wiſe Men after the 
Fleſh that are Called, even all that are where the 
Goſpel is Preached and Publiſhed. But then, 

2. There is an inward and ſpecial Callibg. 
And this the Text intends. Not a Call to 
the Apoſt leſnip; or to the Aini try, which 
ſome in the firſt times of the Goſpel had 
mne ** 2 undertake. T bis 2 
not the Calling that the Apoſtle ſpeaks © 
for he Nan of A OO the Church 
or whole Body of Believers, at Coruth 
| He were 


16 A Funeral Sermon on the 


were interelted in, ye ſee your Calling Brethren , 
But this :#ward and ſpecial Calling that he 
ſpeaks of, he means, of the powerful Opera- 
tion of the Divine Spirit upon the Heart, 


ſetting home the outward Call and Invitation of the 


Goſpel, and working a ſuitable diſpoſition, correſ< 
ponding to the Tenour and Deſign of the outward 

Call. For inſtance, the Call and Invitation 
of the Goſpel is to bewail and forſake Sin. 


Mat. 3. 2. Repent ye, for the Kingdom of 


Heaven is at hand. Accordingly, the Bleſſed 
Spirit makes this Call Effectual, by working 
a penitential Frame and Diſpoſition in the 
Heart. A new Spirit will I put within yon — and I 
will give you an Heart of FLESH. Ezek.36.26.1. e. 
an humble, pliable, tender, impreſſible Heart. 

Again, the Goſpel invites to Faith in our 
Lord Jeſus - Chriſt, and to an Hearty Re- 
ception, and Acceptance of him. John 6. 29. 
This is the Work of God, (a Work pleaſing 
and acceptable ro him, and that which he 


enjoyns) that ye Believe on him whom God has 


ſent. And this Faith which the Goſpel in- 
vites unto, the Good Spirit works in the 
Heart: It is one ſpecial Branch of his 
Workmanſhip, and the Fruit of his In- 
dwelling, He dwelleth with you, and ſhall be 


in you, John 14.17. And then in the 19th 
v. you have the Effects hereof— The World 


ſeeth me no more, but ye ſee me. i. e. ye be- 
lieve on me, and that becauſe the Spirit of 
Truth dwelleth with you and in you. 
Again, the Goſpel calleth and invites to 
Holineſs and unblameableneſs of Life and Con- 
Teerſation, 
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yerſation. Tit. 2.11, 12. For the Grace of 
God (i. e. the Goſpel of Grace) that bring- 
eth Salvation, hath appeared to all men, teach- 
ing us, that denying all Ungodlineſs and Worldly 
Luts, we ſhowd live 1 Righteouſly, and 
Godly in this preſent World, Now, anſwers 
able to this outward Call, the Holy Ghoſt 
imparts that Grace to the Heart, which 
brings forth the Fruits of Righteouſneſs in 
the Life and Converſation. God promiſeth 
therefore, Ezek. 36. 27. I will put my Spirit 
within you, and cauſe yon to walk in my Statutes, 

and ye ſhall keep my Fudgments, and do them. 
This work of the Spirit of God is elſe- 
where ſpoken of under the notion of God's 
putting his Law in the inward parts, and writ- 
ing it in the Heart. Jer. 31. 33. And it is 
called a Law, becauſe of the Correſponden- 
cy and Anſwerableneſs of the New Creature, 
in its bent motion and tendency to the 
Law without: That as Face anſwers Face in the 
Glaſs, ſuch a harmony is there between the 
Law without, and the inward tendency and diſ- 
poſition of the renewed Soul, ſo far as renewed, 
and form'd, and faſhioned by the Divine Spirit. 
You fee then, what this inmard and ſpeciat 
Call is, and this is that which is ordinarily 
denied to wiſe men after the Fleſh, They 
are generally Strangers to the Great Work 
of the Spirit of God upon the Heart, mould- 
ing and faſhioning it unto an obediential 
Conformity to the Calls of the Word, and know 
but little what Repentance towards God and 
Fit) in out Lord jeſis Chriſt, as to the Truth, 
| CG 2 Reality, 
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Reality, and experimental Feeling doth mean. 


III. Fo Exempli re and Muſtrate the TRUT BH 
of the PROPOSITION from Seripture Inſtances. | 


Under the Jewiſh Oeconomy, even in 
that ſhort account that we have of 
learned men, we find, that among thoſe 
that made pretenfions to Wiſdom, there 
were great numbers who were of unhallow- 
ed and unſanctified Lives, and fach as were 
utter Strangers to this Divine Calling. 

That great Politician, in David's time, 
Avitoplel, of whoſe Sagacity and Wiſdom, 
David dreaded the Conſequences when he 
join'd in the Conſpiracy with Abſalom, and 
was forced to betake bimſelf to God, to 
turn the Council of Ahitophel into Fooliſh- 
neſs; (a) yet this Ahisophel was but an ill 
man, as may be gather'd from his ſiding 
with 4/alom, the villainous council he gave 
him, and the Exit that he made. 

If we look to the Prie ts, and thoſe em- 
ployed in Holy things, of whom the Scrip- 


tures ſpeak more than of any other Order 


of men, we ſhall find among theſe, numbers 
of thoſe, who notwithſtanding their preten- 
ſions to Wifdom, and-the Sacred Tyes of 
their Function, were Strangers to this Calling. 

In Elis time, what proffligate Wretches 
were his Son, tho employ'd in the Prieſts 
office ! Inſomuch that they made the Offer- 
„FF OY OCs rd 
0 (4) 2 San. 15. 31. 
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579 of the Lord 10 be abhurred, 1 Sam. 2. 17. 
In the times of the Kings, how did the 
Priefts and L ders of the People, ge- 
nerally revoltea from God? Sometimes 
bowing the Knee to Baal, (a) at other 


times falling down before other Graven 


Images, the Gods of the Heathens, Mood and 


Stone. (b) And fo great vas their Influence, 


and ſo prevailing their Example, that they 


drew che generality of the People into the 


fame Idolatry with themſelves. (c) And after 
Goſpel-Light began to break forth, with a 
greater Evidence and Power, the fierceſt Op- 


poſition, that our Lord and his Derive 


met with, was from thoſe that were reputed 
IVife Men. Inſomuch that when the Offi- 


cers returned, without having apprehended 


Chriſt, (having fome Convictions vpon their 
Minds that be was ſome Extraordinary and 


Divine Perſon) the inſolent Phariſees Glory in 
this, That few, or none of theRulers of the Fews 


and of tho Phariſees Believed on him. John 7. 48. 
Have any of the Rulers *Alas ! — They were 
generally ſo blinded with a Conceit of their 
devaut and deeper Learning, that they re- 


jected the Councels of Chriſt againſt them 


ſelves, and the very Pablicans and Harlots 


entred into the Kingdom of God before them. 


Mat. 21. 31. Nay, ſo inveterate was their 


Malice, that they not only perfereringly l 5 ; 
but. they nugted 


(a) 1 Kings 18. 9. (b) Hf & 8,9. (c Jer. 30. 


jeted Chrif's Doctrine, 
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after his Blood, and were not ſatisfied till 
they had brought their Bloody Deſigns. 
to a Maturity, and Crucified the Preacher as 
well as reviled his Doctrine. on. 
When the Goſpel came to be carried to 
the Gentiles, we find that among them, the 
Wiſe and Prudent were geherally the back- 
wardeſt to the giving it a becoming En- 
tertainment. At Athens (the then Enporium, 
and moſt Famous Seat of Learning in the 
whole World) how do the wiſe men there 
vilifie the great Doctrines of the. Goſpel, 
and ridicule the Preacher thereof. As 17. 
18, 32. And the Apoſtle departs from 
thence without any great ſucceis, only one 
Dionyſins an Areopagite, and a Woman named 
Damaris, v. 34. were ſavingly wrought upon. 
Theſe were Perſons of ſome Fame, that 
clave to him, but the reſt, that were ef- 


feectually Called, were Perſons of a meaner 


Figure. Theſe few Inſtances may ſerve to 


elucidate, or ſet this Truth before us in a 


clear Light. 


IV. We ſhall Offer ſomething to vindicate 
Divine Proceedures in ( frequently ) paſſing 
by, and not calling the WISE MEN after 
the FLESH. = 


And it might be enough to Alledge the 3 
veraign Will, and good pleaſure of God as 


„ 


his Will. And herein we ſhou'd but follow 
„ the 
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the Unerring Example of our Bleſſed Lord, 
who reſolves this Tranſaction of God into his 
meer Soveraignty, Mat. 11. 25, 26. J Thank 
thee, O Father, Lord of Heaven and Farth, be. 

cauſe thou haſt hid theſe things from the WISE 
and PRUDENT, and ha#t Revealed them 
unto Babes. Even ſo Father, for ſo it ſeemed 
Good in thy ſight: He is not accountable for 
any of his Matters. (a) He hath Mercy on 
whom he will have Mercy, and whom he will 


he hardneth. (b) Can he be ſuppoſed Unjuzt, - 


in denying that Grace which none have de- 
ſerved ? And which, whenever it is diſpenſed, 
it is freely given: All have ſinned, and do 
deſerve to dye; and what if God willing to 
 frew his M. oh + makes known the Riches of his 
Glory, on the Veſſels of Mercy, which he had 
afore prepared unto Glory? Who art thou, O Man, 
that replieft againſt God? (c) The Wind bloweth 
where it liſteth—ſo is every one that is born of 
the Spirit, John 3. 8. 


To ſome, God affords the External Call, 


and denies it to Others. Some have the 
Outward Means, and no more; others are 
made to partake of an Inmard, Saving Ope- 
ration accompanying, and attending the Out- 
ward Means, Some hear the Word, others the 
Spirit in the Word. Some feel the ſtriking 


of the Air upon the Ear, (they Enjoy the 


Sound of the Goſpel) but others feel the 
Stamp, and receive . the Impreſſion of the 
Spirit upon the Heart. That one rough Stone, 

77 A es 
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ſhou'd be hewn,and poliſhed,and framed into 
a Statue, while others, as fit, lie neglected in 


the Quarry, is meerly owing to the pleaſure 


of the Statuary. Or, to uſe the Apoſtles 
Alluſion, The Potter bas power over the Clay, 
of the ſame Lump, to make one Veſſei unte 
Honour, and another HAto Diſhonour, Roms. 9. 
21. Why the Great God ſhou'd chuſe . 


and call Abraham ont of his Countrey, and 


from his Kindred, and from his Father's 
Houſe, and promiſe to make of him a great 
Nation, (2) rather than any other; Why 
Jacob ſhou'd be loved of God from the 
Womb, and Called rather than Eſan; 
(b) Why the People of Ifrael ſhou'd be ſin- 
gled out from all other Nations and People, 
and be the Objects of a peculiar Care, and 
have the Oracles of God committed unto 


them; (c What can all this be aſcribed 
unto, but the Good Pleaſure of God ? Eph. 1.9. 


Having made known unto us the Mystery of 

bis Will, according to his Good Pleaſure, which 

be had purpoſed in himſelf. 
There's nothing but Death is Man's Due, 


that's his Wages, Rom. 6. 23. If he has 


any thing bet. er, that's a Gift, To you it is 
given to know the myitery of the Kingdom 
of God. Mark 4. 11. Mayn't God then diſ- 


poſe of his own Gifts, as he pleaſeth: And, 


if he thinks fit, to chuſe the mean things 
of the World to a pitch of the higheft 


(a) Gen. 12. I, 2. (b) Mal. 1. 27 3. (c Tſal. 
"142 1% 3G 1c 
Favour, 


A. 


e 


. on foot. of ſpreading and Publiſh- 
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Faugur, and paſſes over thoſe, that the World 


eſteems moſt Excellent, who ſhall controul 
him ? Who has exjoined. him bis way (faith 


Eliby) or who can ſay, then haſt rage 
Iniqmty? Job 36. 23. Who has any claim 


upon God ? Or any demands to make ? JF 


any man bath firſt given to him, it ſhall be 
recompenſed to him again, Rom. 11. 35. 
We muſt needs lay our Hands upon our 
Mouths and own that God is moſt Righte- 
ous, and Equitable, whenever he thinks 


fit to. deny to any, (tho? never ſo well 


furniſhed with Human Wiſdom) either Grace 
here, or Glory hereafter. 

But to paſs over this Myſterious and Awful, 
tho? Great Truth, and deſcend to ſome other 
Conſiderations that do highly juſtifie the Pro- 
ceedings of the Great God in paſſing by 


many Wiſe Men after the Fleſh, when it may 
be Tha Weak and e are called. 


F irſt, God hereby gives a Teſtimony t to bis own 
All -fufficiency, and ſuems how litle dependance he 
has on Creature-In truments. He is always giving 


out, never receiving in, from his Creatures, 


any thing that can add to his Perfection, or 


Eſſential Glory, And in paſſing by the // 


Men after the Heh, he intimates, that he is 
a ſelf-ſufficient Being, and that he can carry 


on his great Deſigns, and fulfil the Purpoſes 


and Councells of his own Wil, without their 
Agency or Help. 
When he had a Noble, and Glorious 


ing 
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ing the Everlaſting Goſpel up and down the 
World they were not the Plato's, the Ariſtotle's, 
the Tulſie's of the day, but a few Fiſher- 
men, and Others of little Name and Cha- 
rater, thar were pickt ont to promote, 
and carry on this Bleſſed Deſign. 

God many times chuſes to ſet aſide 
thoſe (when he has ſome great work on 
Foot) that wound arrogate to themſelves, 
or ta whom others might be apt to boaſt : 
And in the Buſineſs of Effectual Calling, in 
letting the Sceptre of his Grace pals over 
the Wiſe and Prudent, it ſhews' that he can 
advance the Deſigns of his Grace, pro- 
mote the Kingdom of his Son, ratſe up a 

Seed ro ſerve him, without being beholden 
to them. And this may lead us to another 
Conſideration, 


 Seconily. God herein takes the beet Me- 
thod to feeure bis own Glory, and the Fo- 
nur of his free, and rich Grace, This the 
Apoſtle aſſigns as the Reaſon of God's 
paſſing by the Wiſe, and the Aighey and 
Noble, and chuſing the Foolsſh, the Weak, 
and the Baſe, that wo Fleſh ſhou d Glory in 
his Preſence, and tha* he that Glorieth might 
Glory in the Lord. 1 Cor. 1. 29. 31. None 
ſhall have reaſon to ſay, becauſe of my 
Great Gifts and Parts, therefore God 
called me; my Wiſdom and Prudence 
and Skill, recommended me to a Divine 
Choice. No! In (ordinarily) chooſing 
the Mean-and the Vile, he takes away 3 

CAaule 
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cauſe of Boaſting. As it was faid ro %, 
with reſpect to the ſmallneſs of their num- 
ber, that God did not Ive tien, tecar(e 
they were more in number than ay Fuepl: ; 
( for they were the feweſt People) Devt, J. J. 
So it may be ſaid with reſpe& to all whom 
God chuſeth and calls, that it was not 
for any inherent Worth, and Perſonal Ex- 
cellency in them that God ſet his Love 
upon them. But to paſs over theſe Conſi- 
derations, that do more eſpecially relate 
to the Will and Pleaſure of God in Calling 
or not Calling of Perſons, and come to 
ſpeak of ſomething in the Creature, that 
will juſtifie God, and vindicate his Wiſdom 
and Equity in the not calling many wie 
men after the Fleſh. Therefore, 


Thirdly, God meets with Wrong Contradid i- 
on from the Carnal Mir d, and oftimes the 
fierceſt oppoſition proceeds from, and ike 
vioſt inueterate Eumity 1 harbour'd in the 
Hearts of, the wiſe men after the Fiſh, They 
employ their W/:/40m to ſtand it out agatuit 


the Calls of God, and improve „their r, 


to oppoſe themſelves to the hnoft High, 
This Oppoſition diſcovers it felf with reſpect 
to the Being, the Providence, and the Herd 
of God, Let us ſee a little of the male- 


yolent Carriage of Fleſhly Wiſdom towards 


God in each reſp ec. 

Firſt, As to the Being of God. Are 
there not many ſich Fools (th they wou'd 
be thought wiſe) who ſay in ther Hart 

D2 | there 
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there is no God? Pſal. 53. I. Nay, are we 


not caſt in thoſe latter days, wherein A- 
theiſtical, and Blaſphemous Thoughts are 


entertain'd, not only in the Heart, but 


there are bare-faced Monſters who ſeek no 
Corners, that dare openly avouch their Diſ- 
belief of the Exiſtence and Being of God. 
Who ſcorn to work under the covert of 
the Night, but in view and the open Day, 
foam our their Infidelity and Madneſs. Their 


Tongue and their Doings are against the Lord, 


to provoke the Eyes of his Glory. The ſhew 
ef their Conntenance doth witneſs agninſt them, 
ard they declare their ſin as Sodom and hide it 
not. Iſa. 3. 8, 9. Notwithſtanding thoſe 
_ cogent and inconteſtable MP a 
Deity, which are ſuggeſted from the Holy 
Scriptures, and the Natural and Genuine 
Reaſonings of ſober Minds, yet they harden 
themſelves againft all Conviction, and ſhut 
their Eyes againſt clear Demonſtration. 
And to ſuch a pitch of Infolence are they 
arrived, that becauſe they are (wilfully) 
blind, and have put out their own Eyes, 
deny that others ſee ; and impudently ex- 
plode the Notion of a Deity, as a melan- 


cholly Conceit, and the Effect of Credulity 


and Tenorance. And ſo opinionated are 
they of their own exquiſite Knowledge, as 
to think that they may juſtly pretend ro 
have engroſſed the Senſe and Knowledge of 
the times, and that none may pretend to 


Mit, if it ben't of their Strain, 
They abuſe rheir Wiſdom to wage War 
TEN” ST 
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againſt Heaven, and tutn the Gifts of God 
into Weapons of Hoſtility againſt him. 
They willfully and ſotriſhly ſtifle and ſmother 
the Notions, and endeavour to raſe out 
thoſe Impreſſions of a Deity that were 
ſtamp'd upon their Minds. What-ever their 
pretenſions to Wit and Senſe and Ingenu- 
ity may be'; they barbarouſly attack the uni- 
verſally received Notions of Mankind, and 
pull down what has been Built up by che 
univerſal Suffrage of the whole Rational 
World. | 53 tyatl 

They wou'd be accounted Men of Thought, 
and yer certainly they never allow them. 
ſelves time to think freely, and unpreju- 
diced, concerning an Infinite, and an Eter- 
nally Wiſe, and Intelligent Being; or elſe 
they might, wherever they look'd, within or 
without, behold him. For the inviſible things 
of him, from the Creation of the World, are 
clearly ſeen, being anderftood, by the things 
that are made, even his Eternal Power and 
Godheatl; ſo that they are without Excuſe. & 
There's that Force, and yet Plaine ſs, in the 
Arguments drawn from the Subordination 
of Cauſes, that nothing but a wilful Blind- 
neſs can reſiſt and - withſtand. And every 
one that is not ſo Blinded muſt needs own, 
that the things which are ſeen coud not 
produce themſelves; and if by ſome other, 
either that other bas a ſefeſufficiency, and 
Infinite Fulneſs, or elſe 'that other Was de- 


rivative 
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rivative and dependant, and received its 
Being from ſome other, ſo that then an 
higher Being is to be traced and ſought 
after; and ſo upward, till at laſt we 
come up as high as to the firſt Cauſe of 
all things, whoſe Underſtanding is Infinite, 
who has made the World and all things there- 
in, in whom we live move and have our 
Being. + | | 

Now, no wohder that Perſons of 
ſuch a Complexion as the Atheiſt is, are un- 
called, and when Fleſhly Wiſdom in any 
runs in this Vein, God is moſt Righteous 
in paſſing ſuch by, and leaving them to 
their Eternal undoing. Can it be thought 
ſtrange, that God ſhoud deny ſuch, a Place 
in Heaven, who uſed their feeble Malice 
on Earth in attempts to Dethrone him ? 
Or, can we wonder, if he ſhou'd make them 
to feel what they wond not believe? Feel 
the Weight of his Wrath, who denied; and 
diſown'd his Being. Surely, it is a Righte- 
ous thing with God to recompenſe - Veage- 
ance, and pour down his vindictive Fury 


on all ſuch. 


Secondly, As to the Providence of God. 
Here Fleſhly Wiſdom ſhews its Enmity. As 
ſome deny his Being, others his Providence, 
and will allow him no ſhare, or but litle 
ſhare, in the Goverameat and Adminiſtra- 
tion of Affairs in this lower World. There 

83 Ad, 17. 247 28. 
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are various Pretences that are alledg'd for 
the vindicating ſuch Atheiſm and Infidelity. 
They are chiefly reducible to theſe two, 
1. The Difficulties that do attend the Suppoſal 
of a Providence, And 2. The Diſparagement 
they conceive to be to God, in the allow- 
ing of a Providence. 3 6b 

1. The Diffcultigs that do attend the ſuppoſal 
of a Providence. They know not how to Conceive of 
a Divine Agency over all, and in all. But this 
Difficulty is 1n our Minds, not in God. For no- 
thing can eſcape the Notice of God, whoſe Un- 
der5tanding is Infinite, and nothing can be an 
Overmatch for the Power of God, who can do al 
things. It it were not a Task too hard to make 
the World, why ſhon'd it be thought an im- 
poſſible Task to Rule and Govern it? Is it 
not as eaſy with God, to Guide all things by 
the Act of his Will, as it was at firſt to form 
them by the Command of his Word. 

Again, The ſeemingly unequal di ſtributions 
of Rewards and Puniſhments in this Life. 


When it manytimesgoes il with the Good and 


the Virtuous, and well with the Vitious and 
Wicked; this makes them to conclude, that 
there is not a God that Governs in the 
World, but that all things come to paſs 
ceco Impetu, and not by an All-ſeeing Deny. 
Hence, the Heathens very . frequently attri- 
buted the Affairs of Life, and the Succeſſes, 
and Diſappointments therein to blind Chance, 
and Worſhipped Fortune as a Deity. But 
how inconcluſive are Arguments againſt 
a Providence drawn from the unequal 

8 diſtributions 
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diſtributions of Rewards and Puniſhments. 
For God herein, gives the Wicked Space 
for, and a ſtrong Mot ive to Kepentaurc. 
Defps{eft thou the Riches of his Goodneſs and For- 
bearance, aud Long-ſuffering, not knowing that the 
Goodneſs of God leadeth thee to Repentance, 
Rom. 2. 4. And if they miſimprove this 
Divine Goodneſs, their preſent Enjoyments 


will be their Portion. And is it to be 


wondred at, if they are ſtored with the 
Good things of this Life, when it is all 
the Good they are ever likely to Enjoy. 
Son, remember that thou in thy Life time, re- 


ceivedii thy Good things, Luke 16. 25. 


And as to the Righteous, tho' they do 
meet with their croſs Providences, yet all is 
in very Faithfulneſs, and every Affliction has 
a Bleſſing in it, and God will order all to 
work together for Good. And beſides 
wait but a while, and thoſe things that ſeem 
to be unnoticed and diſregarded by Di- 
vine Providence, ſhall be ſtrictly enquir'd into. 
And tho' here, there ſeems to be one Event to 
the Righteous, and tothe Wicked, to theGnod, to the 
Clean, and the Unclean, to him that Sacri- 


ficeth, and to him that Sacrificeth not, (a) yet 


hereafter, the Scene will be alter d, and a 
very ſtrict 5crutiny ſhall be made into all 
the Tranſactions of Human Life. For me 
muſt ALL appear at the Fudgment S eat of 
Chriſt, that EVERT ONE may receive 
the things done in his Body, according to. that 


| | (a) Ecl. 9. 2. 


he 


= 
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he hath done » whether it be Good, or whether 
5: be Evil. (b) Cenſure not Divine Pro- 


ceedures, and let not the Argument of his 
Patience. be improved to deny his Provi- 
dence ; ſuffer him to exerciſe his Patience, 
and inthe winding up of all things, he 
will diſplay his Rig hreouſneſs and ſtrict 
Juſtice, and you ſhall ſee, that it ſhall go 


ill with the Wicked, (c) when verily, there is 4 


Reward for the Righteons, (d) 


2. The Diſparagement they conceive to be 
to God, in the allowing of a Providence. Some 
have taken in ſuch miſtaken Notions of 
Providence, that they apprehend the En- 
pioyment too mean for the Great God, to be 
concerned in the Afairs of this World, 
eſpecially the ſmall and more trivial Con- 
cerns of it. As if it was a greater Dil- 
paragement to Govern, than it was at firſt 
to Create this Lower World. And as if the 


minnteſt, and moſt contemptible Creatures in 
our Eyes, might not as well be cared for, and 


marſhall'd for Glorious Ends, as at firſt be 


produced for thoſe Ends. And why mayn't - 


he as well diſplay his Providence in Pre- 
ferving and Governing, as his Power ia 


making thoſe C:earures ? The Sun ia the 


Heavens doth not withold his Influences 
from the meaneſt Creatures, and ſuffers the 
little Flies co ſport themſelves, in his Beams 


- 
- —_ 
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F (b) 2 Cr. 5. 10. (c) Ia. 3. 11. 
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ard Rays, as well as the greateſt Princes. 
This Emanation of Natural Goodneſs from 
the Sun, is but a Shadow, and faint Re- 
ſemblance of the continual Effux of Good- 
nels from the Fountain thereof, God him- 
ſelf, for the Relief, Suſtentation, and Govern- 
meat of All, even the Meane#>f the 
Creation of God. His Creatures, he pro- 
nounced them all Good, very Good. (Gen. t. 
31.) And being ſo, a God of Goodneſs, 
will not account them beneath his Care 
and Notice. 5 


Thirdly, As to the Word of God, here 
the Wiſdom of the Fleſh oftimes ſhews its 
Enmty.. os | 
And that either in denying the neceſſity and 
Authority of the Scriptures, or, in miſinter- 
preting Scripture, and finding out ways to ſub- 
vert the great Doctrines and Truths thereof. 
1. Some deny the Neceſſity and Divine 
Authority of the Scriptures. They deny the 
need of a Revelation, and deny that Revela- 
tion we have, to be the Revelation of God. 
This is the caſe of our Deiſts, who ſtrike 
at all Revealed Religion, under pretences 
of advancing Natural Religion; tho? (I fear) 
it you trace them into their Morals, you 
will ind chem Strangers to Natural, as well as 
Enemies to that Religion that is Revealed. 
It's matter of too common Obſervation, 
That the greateſt Advocates for the Natu- 
ral Power of Mankind about Spiritual 
things, (without being beholden to God, 
| => 
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to unvail them, in the outward Revelation 
of the Goſpel, or to enable them to re- 
ceive and embrace them by the inward Effi- 
cacy of his Grace and Spirit) theſe have 


been the Perſons that have made the le.ſt 


Progreis in Morality and ſtrict Pirtme. 
They ſhall plead indeed, the mighty Fears, 
they are able to do; If they have offende 1 
God, they are able to make him amends; for 
they judge their Sorrow and Repentance to be 
a true and proper Expiation of jim. But if 
you ſhoud be at the pains to make your 
remark, you ſhall never diſcern them 
exerciſing that Repentance which they pre- 
tend to be fo Valuable, and ſo Meritorious. 
For it is impoſſible that there ſhau'd be in 


any a Repentance after a Godly ſort, where 
this great Evil of vilifying and diſowuing 
the Scriptures, is not bewailed and repenred 


of. And their Sorrow, can never be ſuch, 


upon which they have any tolerable Ground 


to hope for Pardon, any more than a vile 
Traitor, that ſhould tear in pieces his Prin- 


ces Act of Grace, and vilifie the Terms upon 


which Pardon is offer d, ſhou'd yer hope 
for Mercy at his hands. Muſt not ſuch an 


one firſt repent of his Jnſolence towards the 


offer'd Indulgence, before he can poſlibly 
expect to be reſtored to Pardon and Fa- 
IS: | | . 
The Goſpel is the Power of God to Sal- 
vat ion to every one that Belicueth, Rom. 1. 


16. And if we deſpiſe this Goſpel, how 


can we expect the Diſplays of Divine 


2 Power, 
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Power, and Grace for?our Salvation Where⸗ 
ever this Salvation is vouchſafed, there is 
the exerting of a Divine Power; but then 
this Power Is convey d in and through the 


Goſpel, ſo that no wonder that ſuch Wile 


Men after the Fleſh are uncalled, . 3 
laſt periſh. | 


2. Others miſinterpret Scripture ,, and 
find out ways to ſubvert the great 


Dofrines, and the Trmbs thereof. Many 


wiſe Men after the Fleſh ſeem to pay a 
Deference to the written Mord, but they 
come not to it, to be informed, and re- 
ceive their Notions from it, but rather 
bring their Notions to the Word and twiſt, 
and 4 Scripture till they fancy a Har- 
mony ir to their own. Sentiments, 
and Codein of things. Such a wretched 
prevaricating, doth oftimes diſcover it ſelf, 
in the Wiſe Mea after the Fleſh, And tho 
they dare not diſown the Word, of Ged, 

yet by evading the Belief of the Great im- 
portant Truths of it, their Carriage 2 


almoſt amount to a denial thereof. 


We ſhall inſtance in ſome Particylars, 
wherein Fleſhly Wiſdom i 18 prone to diſcover 
its Eamity to the Verd in ſeveral momen- 
tous Doctrines therein contained. as 

(1. ) The Trinity of Perſons in the Unity of the 
Godhead.T his Article of our Faith (fo neceffary 
to be believed. without which we can never 
be let into right Notions of Juſtiſicatiam 
by the Wee of the Son of God 


4 FR ing 
"# 


Death ef Dr. William Gay. 
being made Man, (4) or Saxttification by Fa 


Spirit of God, dwelling in our Hearts,) (b) 
the. HE Men after the F Fleſh are prone | 


to Q 
15 8 can more eaſily digeſt the Doctrine 
| of the. "Drip of the Godhead, becauſe there 


is a contradiction in aſſerting To Infinites, 
Tio Almighties, Iwo Supreams, Ge. but 


the Trinity of Perſons in this Crity, they 
boggle at; tho nothing more © plain from 


the Word than that there are Three that 
bear record in Heauen, the Father, the Werd, 


and the Holy Gheſt; and theſe” Three are 


One, 1 Jobn 5. 7. And the Godhead of each 


Per ſon is Is frequently : aſſerted, / op and 


down the Sacred Volumes. 
They are for meaſuring the Godhead and 


the Mode. of Subſiſtence in each Perſon in 


the. Sacred Trinity, by their own narrow 


and confined Underſtandings, and becauſe 
they cannot comprehend: the Sub ſiſtence of 


Three Perſans in ane undivided Efferce, they 


preſently conclude there is no ſuch thing. | 


They would have proud Reaſon to ſet 
Bounds to the Diuiniiy, and allow — 
to be Trus that tranſcends the Keach, an 
and is beyond the Graſp of their Concep- 
tions. But whiter will ſuch 2 Principle 
drive Men, (if purſued) hut _ the very 
Dregs of Atheiſm? Vain Man, —_— Man, 
(as it is in the Margent) we'd wiſe, 
Joh 344 12. Thou art but a drop of Being, 


— — —_——_—_— — — 


(2) Phil, 3. 9. (6) Feb 14.1 17. 2 Tbeſ. 2. 13. 


and 


meſs an 
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and canſt thou pretend to comprehend the 
immenſe Ocean and Fountain of Being. 
There's that in the Creation, ſo Myſterious 
as may 5 thee in mind of thy own Empti- 

Ignorance, and give a check to 
every Exorbitancy, ſo that thou ſhouldeſt 
not dare to bring down God and his Mode 
of ſubſiſteace, to thy ſhallow meaſure of 
conceiving ; but rather humbly acquieſce in, 
and readily Entertain thoſe Revelations and 
Diſcoveries he has been pleaſed to make of 
himſelf in his Word. Thou may'ſt look 


lower than thy felf, and yet be Non-plus'd, 
and at a loſs: No wonder if your Eyes 


dazle, and you can have no adequate and 
perfect Views when you look ſo high as 
God. Thou canſt not comprehead how 
God ſhou'd be Three, and yet One, what 


then? Is he evertheleſs fo? There is not 


one Attribute in the Godhead that thou 
canſt comprehend; wilt thou therefore daſh 


out all the Attributes and Perfections of 


the Divinity? 


Thoſe Perfections in God we know the 


moſt of, do in their full latitude, infinitely 


Tranſcend our Knowledge. Becauſe every 


perfection has Infinity annexed to it: We 


cann't comprehend his Wiſdom, for his 


Underſtanding. is Infinite. * But is he there- 


fore evertheleſs the All-wiſe God? We 
cannt underſtand his Power, How he made 
all things, how he preſerves and upholds 


— — 


* Pſal. 147. . 
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all things; is he therefore evertheleſs the 
Almighty God ? (a) His Immenſity is a 
Myſtery to us; how he fills Heaven and 
Earth, and poſſeſſes Infinite Spaces beyond 
the Worlds that are made: But muſt we 
deny his Immenſity and Omnipreſence becauſe 
we cann't comprehend how he ſhou'd fill 
all things, and be every where preſent, (C) 
Why then, ſince upon the {earch into 
the Divine Attributes, we have rea- 
ſon to cry out q Jes, O the depth of the 
Riches both of the Wiſdom and Knowledge of 
God! Rom. 11. 33. and do loſe our ſelves, 
in our contemplation ; (ſo unſearchable and 
incomprehenfible are they) why ſhou'd it 


be ſurpriſing and ſtrange, that we cannot 


fathom, and fully underſtand this great 
Truth of Three Perſons and yet but one 
God? | : 
(2.) The Divinity and Eternal Godhead of 
our Lord Feſus Chriſt, They ſet up their 
own Wiſdom, and indulge to their owa 
Apprehenſions of things, tho' hereby they 
keep off from all believing applications to 
the only Name given under Heaven among 
Men, whereby we muſt be Saved. (c) | 
The Jews, eſpecially as to the Generality 
of Fleſbly Wiſe Men among them, Gloried 
in their oppoſition ro Chriſt, and thoſe 
Doctrines that he deliver'd concerning him- 


q {elf as the Aeſſiah, and Sen of God. (as 


— A 


(a Rev. 15. 3. (b) pſal. 139. from 5 to 13. 
(c) Ad, 4. 12. 
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in the forecited place) John 7. 48. Have am 
of the Rulers and of the Phariſees believ d on him. 


And their diſlike to his Doctrine diſcover's 


it If, in the petſecution of his Perſon, 
and the Cruelty they exerciſed towards 
him. They attempt to ſtone him, and 


what is the Reaſon they alledge? fr was 
(they ſay) for Blaſpheming: And wherein 


id they charge Blaſphemy upon him? It 
was, in that be N. Man, made himſelf 
God. John 10. 33. They cou'd not con- 
ceive, how he ſhoud be God and Man too, 
and therefore rather than ſuſpect their own 
Reaſonings, they'll charge him with Blaſ- 
phemy, and ſtone him rather than acknow- 
edge their own Ignorance and Shallowneſs. 
And it were to be wiſhed, that this Per- 
verſneſs and Enmity againſt Christ and his 
Eternal Godhead, were buried with thoſe 
Jews: But alas! That wretched Spirit ſur- 
vives in many, that have the face. ro call 
themſelves Chriſtians ; tho' one wou'd be 
prone to ſuſpet, that they only aſſume the 
Chriſtian Name, that their pernicious De- 
ſigns, levePd againſt Chriſt's Deity, might 
be leſs ſuſpected. And in ſome reſpects, 
they are unfairer Adverſaries than their 
Predeceſſors, the Fews ; Becauſe, they'll pre- 
tend to own him to be God, but then 
only a Titular God, a made God, or 
however, one Inferiour to, and not equal 
in Power and Glory with the Father, and 
they want not confidence to wrelt the 
Scriptures, and Chriſt's own words, con- 
CETnIng 
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erging his God head, to favour ſuch an In 
ter pretation; "whereas the Jews apprehended 
Pap ari br, aid believed that when our 

ar Ts that He, and the Father 

were 055 n' 10. 30. They underſtood 
im as 2 Ing ONE in ESSENCE 
aud 6 L ORT; and when he declard him- 
ſelf to be the Son of God, they ſuppoſed 
him co lay claim to the fame Nature with 
the Father, or why ſhou'd they go about 
to ſtone bim. For if he had only own'd 
himſelf to be Cod in the ſame ſenſe that 
Magiſtrates and Great Ones are ſaid to be 
Gods, * in regard by Office they are God's 
Vic xce-gerents, Where wou'd be the Blaſphemy ? 
And why ſhou'd 1580 be ſo Incenſed, and 
Enraged againſt him ? They apprehended 
him aright, as intending an Equality with 
the Father, and upon this Account, they 
preferred their charge of Blaſphemy: | 

But we have a Generation 'of Men that 
are not ſo fair in the expounding of Chriſt's 
Words, as the Jews were: With their ut- 
moit Efforts they Krike at his Godhead, 
and yet compliment bim wich the Title of 
Cod Re 

(3.) The Decrees of G od, eſpecially thoſe 
hat relate to the Eternal Stares of Men. 

ere the Wiſcom of the Fleſh is prone to 
teſtifie its Diſt ike. That God ſhou'd, par- 
5 Int 1 his" Councells, and the wiſe Pur- 

oſes © his! Wit, chooſe ſome Men to 


ed 
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and Judas, than this, That Peter made a 
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Salvation, and paſs by others; that thefe 
ſnou'd be any other difference beween Peter 


better improvement of his Free Will than 
Judas did; they will by no means allow 


of. Heſuly Wiſdom is not eaſily reconciled 


to ſo low a ſtoop, as to permit Man's Vill to 
bow to the Decree of God, but rather the 
Decree muſt truckle to the Wil of Man. 
And therefore if any Decree doth paſs, 
relating to the Eternal States of theſe 
Two, it is only founded upon God's Pre- 
ſcience, whereby he fore-ſaw the Faith and 
Good Works of the One, and at the ſame 
time, that the other wou'd be Wicked and 
Vile: And if this be true, that God can 
decree nothing otherwiſe than as he fore- 
ſees, how his Creatures will a& .and diſpoſe 
of themſelves, where doth Sovereignty re- 
ſide? In Mans Will, or in God? Since 
Divine Determinations muſt be Influeneed, 
and Governed according as the Will of 
Man ſhall move or acc. | 

There's ſo much of Pride in the Heart 
of Man, that he is naturally fond of arro- 


gating ro himſelf, tho' it be a detraQting 


from the Great God. And tho' the Na- 
ture of the thing doth plead, that when all 
were involved in the legall Curſe, and lay 
expoſed to Divine Wrath, God ſhou'd have 
the Liberty to chuſe, whom he pleaſed to 
make Veſſel: of Mercy, ſince all deſerved to 
be made Veſſels of Wrath; and tho the 
Scriptures do ſo plainly aſlert the 2 
0 tate) 
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States of Men to be under a Divine De— 
termination; how hard is it to perſwade 
the proud Heart, and a prejudiced Mind, 
into the belief thereof. | 

Tho the Scriptures ſpeak of ſome that 
were Ordained to Eternal Life, & and others 
that were Ordained of Old to Condemnation : 
Of ſome that were choſen to Salvation, Þ 
and others given over to their Own Hearts 


Luſts, | whoſe end is Deſtruction; (a) yet 


the Wiſdom of the Fleſh, and the proud 
Heart of Man, knows not how to enter- 
tain theſe Truths. | 


(4+) Juſtification through the imputed Righte- 
ouſneſs of Chriſt, apprehended and received ly 


Faith alone. How common is it for the 


Wiſe Men after the Fleſh to contradict 
and oppoſe this important Truth ? Pride 
prompts Men to look to themſelves, and 


not to another, for Righteouſneſs ; and 


Fleſhly Wiſdom is oftimes employed ia 


raiſing Arguments to encourage them to 
' truſt to their own Doings, tho it be to 


their utter Undoing : As it was in the caſe 
of the Iſraelites, *-which followed after the 


Law of Righteouſneſs, but they did not attain 


to the Law of Righteouſneſs. Wherefore, be- 
cauſe they ſought it not by Faith, but as it 
mere by the Works of the Law: For they 
fumbled at that ſtumbling Stone, Rom. 9. 

CCC 
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There's the fame Judaiſiig | Spirit R gin 
Reigns, and Reigns moſt among the Wife 
Men after the Fleſh, who, 1 ordinaxily 


moſt regret, a being beholden to. Chriſt 
and his Righteouſneſs for pardon and 


ceptance to Erernal Life, tu. 
They II own (poſſibly) that they are be- 


holden to Chriſt, for the wheleſomeneſs of 


dependance, and Chriſt's 


Righteouſneſs be but as filrby Rags, they don't 


kis Precepts, the Purity of his Life, and the 
Inſtructiueneſs of his Example; nay, ſome 
will go further, and own an Obligation to 
Chrif+ for procurement top, in regard 
(they judge) he has obtained thus much, 


Y 34% 


that their Righteouſneſs (tho im! er fect) ſhall 


be as acceptable to God, and as pleadab.e 
to Eternal Life, as tho it, were a perfect 
Righteouſneſs ; and their Obedience, if ſin- 
cere, they may upon that, and for that, challenge 
Heaven às much as Adam co⁰ fs have done, 
had he perſiſted in his lategrity, and ful- 
flld the Conditions of the Covenant of 
Works. But when they come to be told, 
that their own Righteouſneſs won't ju ihe ; 
and their fincere Obedience, (tho p fo be 
performed) mult be rejected, in point of 
1 15 oh ſneſs muſt 
be imputed to us, and throug that oor 
we can be accepted of the Father, and 
that we have no other available Plea z here 
it is that their proud 1 recoil, and 
they can't brook the thoughts of being 
made and accounted Righteous in the 
Righteouſneſs of another. Tho their o-wn 
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care to quit it for the white Robes of 
Chriſt's 5 hreouſneſs. Tho there be enough 
in the beſt Actions of their Lives, co 
mike them — wa and enough to Fi 
Divine ne re, (unleſs thoſ& Actions 
are Hallowed, and SariQified by the Bloo# 
of Chriſt) yet they care not to quit their 
pretenſions, and on themſelves wholly on 
a Redeemier's Merit. They chuſe to Feaſt 
to rotten Props, to lay the ſtreſs of their 
weigtit upon broken Ret, to Build upon 
a Sandy Fondation rather than caſt them- 
ſetves upon Chriſt; Who is the End of the 
Law for Riphteonſneſs, to every one that Be- 
liedeth, Rom. 10. 4. 


(5. The Reftdetice and 3 of 'the 
” Irs t of Godin Believers. Here the Wiſe Men 


the Fleſh are oft puzzled and at a'lofs. 
"They look upon Lectures, treating of 
thls matter, as Cant and Enthuſiaſm; Serip- 
thie ue is waved by them, or at leaſt 
the forte of thoſe. Scriptures that 'Ef- 
tabliſh this Truth, is evaded. What mote 
plain and fall than John 14. 16, 17. He hall 
give yon another Comforter, that he may Abiale 
with yen for ever, even the Spirit ' 
Truth, — for he DWELLET H with \you, 4 
ſhall be IN you, So Kom. 8. 11. F the'Spi- 
rit of hin That raiſed up Jeſus pom the Dent 


DWELL in yon, ( the Apoſtle takes it for 


ene that he did Dwell in them, ànd bent 
vs his CC ion from the -preniiſes ;Y Bit 
how man y are impoſed upon, from one fingle 


falle Principte? "VIZ. Katha: Cady * 
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no further than they can comprehend, and 
becauſe they know not how to conceive 
of the Spirits indwelling in the Heart, there 
fore they deny the Fact: And the rather, 
when they themſelves are ſtrangers to the 


Experimental part of Religion, and know 
nothing of the Quickning, Santifying, Com- 
forting Influences ot the Divine Spirit, they li 
deny that others Feel that, which their 
own Experience falls ſhort af. 5 


G.) The Reſurrection of the Body at the 
las Day. Here's another My ſtery that 
Fleſhly Wiſdom cannot well graſp, and many 
wiſe and prudent know not how to digelt. 
The Doctrine of the Reſurrect ion, in the 
firſt propagation and ſpreading of it by the 
Apoſtles, met with great oppaſition from 
the SAGES, and thoſe that wou'd be thought 
the WISE MEN of the Day. The Epicureans 
and Stoicks, with what Rudeneſs and Inſo- 
lence do they attack the Apoſtle Paul, for 
advancing this Truth, Ad, 17. 18. They 
Encountred him, and ſome of them ſaid what 
will ths B AB LER ſay? Other ſame, he 
ſeemeth to be a Setter ſorth of range Gods, 
becauſe he Preached unto them Feſus, and the 
RESURRECTION. 3 
There is the like Ridiculing Spirit re- 
maining, and the Aſſerters and Preachers 
of the Myſteries of the Goſpel, are looked 


upon, but as vain Bablers, But as to the 


Matter in hand; It ſeems to many, 4 thi 
incredible, that God ſbould raiſe the Dead. (a 


And 


— 
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And whence is it? But becauſe they know 
not how to Ccmprehend it: They can't 
conceive how a putrifi d Carkaſs, that has long 


been the Receptacle of Corruption and the Norm, 
and is reſolved into Particles of Duſt and Earth; 


ſhou d be raiſed up a far more Glorions Body 
than it was before; ( for this Mortal ſhall put 
on Immortality, and this Corruptible ſhall put 
on Inc orruption.) 1 Cor. 15. 53. And therefore, 
ſince the Thing it ſelf is difficult to conceive 
of, they deny there ſhall be any ſuch Thing. 
If they ſhou'd act ſo, as to things within view, 
(which,as to matters of Fatt are indiſputable, 


tho the manner of performance be to us 


incomprehenſible) they wou'd deſerve to be 
hiſſed at for their pains. 3 
Let us take the Inſtance of the Apoſtle's, 
which is very apt to our preſent Purpoſe, 
( 1 Cor. 15 36.—) He is there ſpeaking of 
a Grain of Corn caſt into the Earth, which 


tho' it muſt Rot and Dye, ſhall Ozicken and 


Spring up again, and bring forth a Stalk and 
Ear, after its kind. Annual experience 
wou'd be a confutation of any Cavillings 
againſt the poſſibility and reality of the Fact. 
How unlikely ſoever a Grain of Corn is, 
rotting and dying in the Earth, to riſe 
again to advantage in the Blade and Ear, 
yet ſo it is; we may averr the ſame con- 
cerning theſe Bodies, that muſt be ſown in 
Diſhonour, that they ſhall ſpring vp, and 
riſe again, tho? we are in the dark, as to 
the Cxomodo, how theſe Bodies ſhall be 
Raiſed, yet as to the thing it ſelf, it is 


moſt 


& 
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no further than they can comprehend, and 
becauſe they know not how to conceive 
of the Spirits indwelling in the Heart, there 
fore they deny the Falt- And the rather, 
whea they themſelves are ſtrangers to the 
Experimental part of Religion, and know 
nothing of the Quickning, Sanctifying, Com- 
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ih forting Influences of the Divine Spirit, they'll 
1 deny that others Feel that, which their 
own Experience falls ſhort of. 12 

Wi (6.) The Reſurrection of the Body at the 


la Day. Here's another Myſtery that 
Fleſhly Wiſdom cannot well graſp, and many 
wiſe and prudent know not how to digelt. 
The Doctrine of the Reſurrection, in the 
firſt propagation and ſpreading of it by the 
Apoſtles, met with great oppoſition from 
= the SAGES, and thoſe that wou'd be thought 

(ih the WISE MEN of the Day. The Epicureans 

1 and Stoicks, with what Rudeneſs and Inſo- 

Hi tence do they attack the Apoſtle Paul, for 
advancing this Truth, Ad, 17. 18. They 
Encountred him, and ſome of them ſaid what 

will this B AB LER ſay? Other ſame, he 
ſeemeth to be a Setter Forth of range Gods, 
becauſe he Preached unto them Feſus, and the 
RESURRECTION. 

There is the like Ridiculing Spirit rer 
maining, and the Aſſerters and Preachers 
of the Myſteries of the Goſpel, are looked 
upon, but as vain Bablers, But as to the 

1 Matter in hand; It ſeems to many, 4 thing 

* | incredible, that God ſhould raiſe the Dead. 3 
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And whence is it? But becauſe they know 
not how to Ccmprehend it : They can't 


conceive bow a putriſ d Carkaſs, that has long 


been the Receptacle of Corruption and the Norm 
and is reſolved into Particles of Duſt and Earth; 
ſhou'd be raiſed up a far more Glorions Bod 
than it was before; (or this Mertal ſhall put 


on Immortality, and this Corruptible ſhall put 
on Incorruption.) 1 Cor. 15. 53. And therefore, 
ſince the Thing it ſelf is difficult to conceive 


of, they deny there ſhall be any ſuch Thing. 
If they ſhou'd act ſo, as to things within view, 
(which, as to matters of Fatt are indiſputable, 
 tho' the manner of performance be to us 
incomprehenſible) they wou'd deſerve to be 
hiſſed at for their pains. 14 25 

Let us take the Inſtance of the Apoſtle's, 


which is very apt to our preſent Purpoſe, - 


(1 Cor. 15 36.) He is there ſpeaking of 
a Grain of Corn caſt- into the Earth, which 
tho' it muſt Roe and Dye, ſhall Quicken and 
Spring up again, and bring forth a Stalk and 
Ear, after its kind. Annual experience 
wou'd be a cönfutation of any Cavillings 


againſt the poſſibility and reality of the Fact. 


How unlikely ſoever a Grain of Corn is, 
rotting and dying in the Earth, to riſe 


again to advantage in the Blade and Ear, 


yet ſo it is; we may averr the ſame con- 
cerning theſe Bodies, that muſt be ſown in 
Diſhonour, that they ſhall ſpring vp, and 
riſe again, tho? we are in the dark, as to 


< 


the Quomodo, how theſe Bodies ſhall be 
Raiſed, yet as to the thing it ſelf, it is 


moſt 
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moſt clearly revealed; and were it got ſs, 
yet the moſt rifle ng Athieſt, cannot mg harge 
the Notion of a RESURRECT ION with 
any im poſſibility 7 

Where's the Impoſſi bility - that May , Who 
was once Duſt becoming Duſt, ſhou'd he made 
Man again? What tho bur Bodies after Oeath 
looſe of their 8 and Cobeſion of 
Parts when they ae ble i Tape us. et that 
very Duſt is not 'or the 
Creatures, tho ma 7 90 Nothing, muſt 
have a Divine Pexmiſſion before they can 
return to Noching again. S0 th at tho” the 
Parts of the Body of Man he diſſolved, they 
are not loſt; God 28 where every Par- 
ticle is, and what ſhou' d hinder, but that 
be may Rally together, 1 catter'd Duſt 
of our Bodies, when he. pleaſ 17 why 


mou d it he thought a more diff cult 


to raiſe the Body out of its own e 
than it was at firſt to Create it Lf 
the Earth? The Fir Earth, out wh 
Man's Body was Form'd, was as far 808 
being Fleſh and Bones, as that Earth into 
which our Bodies 1 00 *. 126 after 
Death. * Cannot then he Game Power 
; mk Hl an e e 175 raiſed 
up 2 Humane Body, out 0 imitive 
Duſt, raiſe up our Bodies alſo 5 of that 
Duſt, into which at Death, they Hal return. 
Thus yau. ſce, the Dole a the Re- 
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ſürrection is not chargeable with an im- 
poſſibility, and being ſo clearly revealed, 
we fight againſt the Authority of the 
Word if we don't believe it. | 
 (77.) The Eternity of Hell Torments. Some 
indulge themſelves in Unſcriptural Conceits 
of an indemaity for the Wicked, after they have 
paſſed through a certain Courſe of Puniſhment 
and entertain miſtaken Notions of the Pa- 
ternal Love of God, as tho it Extended it 
ſelf to all bis Creatures, and even the Dam- 
ned ſhou'd ſhare in his Fatherly Compaſſions. 
But if ſuch Curious Wits, would be cons 
tented to be Wiſe according to what is 
Written, they might ſoon «lodge fo dan- 
gerons an . Opinion, tending to Relax the 
| Reins of Piety and Verrxe, and to encou- 
Fogg dog to a continuance in Sin. 
la the vth of Mark, 43, 44 verſes, our 
Lord, (who well knew what the fare of 
the Damned was, and of what Duration) 
ſpeaks of Hell-Torments under the notion 
of Fire that ſhowd NEVER be quenched ;, and 
repreſents the inward Dolours of the Mind, 
and the Gnawings of Conſcience, to a Worm 
that NEVER Dieth. In Mat. 25. 46. there 
the Wicked are ſald ro go away into EVER- 
LASTING Puniſhment, 155 rhe © Riphteous into 
Life Eternal. The Eternity of Rewards in 


Heaven, and the Eternity of Puniſhments in 


Hell, are hoth here Aſſerted; and we may 
have as juſt a Ground to conclude that the 
Righteous ſhan't be Happy for ever, as that 
the Wicked ſhan't be Miferable for ever. 


bog 
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So, 2 Theſſ. 1. 8, 9. thoſe that. know not 
God, and obey not the Goſpel of our Lord Jeſus 
Curiſt, ſhall bepuniſhed with EVERLASTING 
 Deſtruttion, from the preſence of the Lord, and 
the Glory of bis Power, And Rev. 20. 10. v. 
We have (even after the Conſummation of 
all things, when the great Judgment- 
Day ſhall Commence) the Ratification of 
the Sentence of Condemnation upon the 
Devil and the Beaſt and the falſe Prophet, 
(and by a parity of Reaſon, all the 
Wicked in Hell ſhall be Confirmed ia the 
ſame ſtate of Condemnation,) the Devil 
was caſt into the Lake of Fire and Brimſtone, 
where the Beaſt and the Falſe Prophets are, 
and ſhall be Tormented Day and Night, for 
EVER and EVER. Thus the Scriptures aſſert 
the Eternity of Hell-Torments, And indeed, 
God is moſt Equitable and Juſt in mak- 
ing the Wicked the Subjects of Wrath 
and Eternal Vengeance Which will eminently 
appear if you Conſider the Nature of their 
Crimes, and againiF whom, which makes 
them riſe in proportion to the Dignity 
and Majesty of that God, againſt whom 
chty are Commited : If you Conſider their 
Obfinate adherence here, to a Courſe of Sin 
and Rebellion, (notwithſtanding their being 
Threatued with Eternal Puniſhment) and their 
Refuſals to accept of Eternal Life, in the 
way it was offer'd: If you Conſider their 
utter incapacity to make Satisfaction to an 
injured God, and they ſhan't be — 
tl 
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till they have paid the Dimoſt Farthing. * 
And add to all this, the Continuance of 
their Enmity and Implacable Hatred to God 


and Holineſs, even whilſt they under-go 


his Terrours. There's no Repentance, no 
Converſion to God in Hell, but as they 
went out of this World with Emmiry in 
their Hearts to God, the fame Temper and 
Diſpoſition they have in another World. 
His Wrath makes them Rage and Blaſpheme, 
and tho' they cowd be glad to be eafed 
of their Torment, yet they have no deſire 
to the Heavenly State; and are utterly averſe 
to the Purity and Holineſs of it. A fate 
of Miſery is the fitteſt for them, and as 
there were the Diſplays of the Higheſt juſ- 
tice, in cafting them in to the Lake of Fire 
and Brimſtone, ſo the ſame Juſtice doth 
_ Gloriouſly appear in detaining them as 
Priſoners there for Ever and Ever. 

I might Profitably Enlarge upon theſe 
hints but its high time to diſmiſs this Third 
Reaſon to vindicate divine Proceedures in or- 


dinary paſſing by the Wiſe men after the 


Fleſh, ſince they abuſe their Wiſdom to oppoſe 
God in his Being, in his Providence, and in his 
IVord. There are other Reaſons that might 
be urged, which we ſhall but little more 


than name. 
Fourthly, The Wiſe Men after the Fleſh 
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fore God is juſt in denying the inward, ſpecial 
and Effectual Calling. | Fg 
The outward Call is ſent firſt as the 
. Harbinger to prepare the way for a nearer 
and cloſer Application of the Divine Spirit 
to the Soul; But if the outward Call be 
ſligbted, and reſiſted, no wonder if there 
ſhou'd be a ſtop put to any further Ap- 
plications, and if God ſhowd leave that 
Perſon to reap the Fruit of his own Folly 
and Ob#inacy, I own, that God ſometimes 
won't take a denial at the. Creatures hand, 
and tho' the Offers of his Grace do meet 
with great contempt for ſome time, yet 
he will purſue his bleſſed Deſigns of Love, 
and Conquer every Reluctancy in the carnal 
Heart, and of Unwilling - make Willing in 
the day of his Power; * but if he ſhou'd 
act otherwiſe, and deal with Perſons ac- 
cording to their Deſert and Deſire, and 
withold that Grace, which they in the 
Offer, refuſe; how Juſt and Righteors is 
the Great God herein ? And this is the 
Caſe of all that periſh under the Goſpel. 
God calls, but they refuſe. to hearken, and 
therefore, if they are rejected here, and con- 
demned hereafter, they have no reaſon to 
complain. ; . 27 
Fifthly, The Wiſe Alen after the Fleſh 
oftimes employ their Wiſdom to ill purpoſes, 
to palliate their evil Practices, and find out 
a Clcak for their Sin. It's very common for 
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Immoralities in Practice, to be the conſc- 
quence of Errors in Fudgment. And he that 
has employed his Fleſhly Wiſdim to front 
againſt God and thoſe diſcoveries he has 
made of hwnſelf in his Nord; no wonder, 
if next he »ſes his Weapons in the Qnarre! 
of his Luſts, and ſtands up in their vin- 
dication. Where this is the caſe how juſt 
is the Great God in paſſing ſuch by. This 
is the CONDEMNATION, (and it is not 
without ſufficient Grounds) that Light 5: 
come into the World, and Men love Darkneſs 
rather than Light, becauſe their Deeds were 
Evil. John 3. 19. 8 
Theſe things laid together, do ſufficiently 
vindicate the Great God in his Proceedures, 
in paſſing by, and not calling many Wiſe 
Men after the Fleſh. We proceed, 
V. and Laſtly, To make /ome pratt ical 
Improvement of the whole in a ſuitable © _. 


APPLICATION. 


Inf. 1. The Great God ſeeth not as Man 
ſeerh, 1 Sam. 16. 7. The Wiſe Men after 
the Fleſh, ordinarily ſtand fr} in the 
eſteem of Men, but they can't challenge 
the ſame reſpect in the fight of God. 
Not many Wiſe Men after the. Fleſh are 
alled. 3 9 | 
Inf. 2. This may be 4 Caution to thoſe 
that fall under the Character of Wiſe Men 
after the Fleſh, that they re# not in their 
Wiſdom, to their Ruin. They may be un- 


done, 
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done, and periſh, for all their fine Accom- 
pliſhments, if they truſt to theſe 3 and have 
not that true Wiſdom and Knowledge that is 
from above, which is to know God and 
Jieſis Chris whom he has ſent. John 17. 3. 
There is a Learned, and Uſeful Profeſſio 
of Men, whoſe Wiſdom is in a reſtrained 
fenſe, a Wiſdom after the Fleſh, in regard 
the Fabrick of Man's Body is more par- 
ticularly the Object of their Science, It is 
fit I ſhou'd hint this Caution to them, when 
the Death of ane of their Profeſſion, gave 
Birth to this Diſcourſe. I could wiſh that 
there were leſs Occaſion. given, for , the 
Aſperſion that this Honourable Profeſſion 
Heth under; and that it might not be 
matter of ſo frequent obſervation, that the 
PHYSITIAN and the true CHRISTIAN 
do ſeldom meet together in the ſame 
PERSON. I] doubt not but that there are 
FHOSE that are truly Religious, and yet 
on the other hand, the greater Numbers of 
the Arheiſtical, Looſe and Immoral, makes 
this Caution highly neceſſary, not to reſt 
in the Wiſdom of their Profeſſion; for this 
they may have to a very great degree of 
perfection, and yet periſh. Their Kom- 
lege may make them very ſerviceable to 
others, and yet be undone themſelves for lack 
of Knowledge, Their Wiſdom won't re- 
commend them to God, and their uſeful 
Capacities for the Good of Mankind, will 
leave them ſhort of Heaven. I wou'd fain 
ſtir up ſuch to an holy Emulation on 
| | Sea 
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Zeal for their own Salvation. Was it not 
a reproach to the Scribes and Phariſes (the 
Learned among the Jews) that Publicans 


and Sinners, and thoſe that were of the 


rude Multitude, entred into the Kingdom 


of Heaven, when they themſelves were ſhut 


out? And is it not matter of equal reproach 
to the Wiſe and Prudent in our day, to 
ſee the Mean and the Baſe concern about 
their Salvation, and yet theſe think it not 
worth their thoughts and care? Surgunt 
indocti & rapiunt Calum is a great Truth, 
and Methinks, ſhoud tend to inſpire into 
the Wiſe Men after the Fleſh, a Vigour 
and Reſolution, to obtain that Kingdom 
which others, . leſs knowing than themſelves, 
do yet know thus much, that it is well 
worth all their Endeavour, Induſtry and 
Pains, to obtain and ſecure. : 
Inf. 3. How preferable is ſeund and 


Javing Knowledge to all human Wiſdom 


and outward Accompliſhnents whatſoever. 
The One will ſecure Heaven, but the Orher 
we may have, and yet periſh. Not that 
therefore Human Wiſdom is to be deſpiſed, 
or becauſe ſome abuſe their Wir and Parts, 
therefore the uſeful Branches of Knowledge 


are to be neglected and lighted. We 


muſt not chuſe to be blind, becauſe ſome 
that have their Eyes abuſe them. Bur yet 
true Wiſdom and ſaving Knowledge muſt 
have the Preference, and is infinitely 
better, and of more value. 


* 


Death. 
(1. It i fo in Life, fs 


ws 


It is fo in Life, and it will be ſo at 
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It evidenceth our Caling, and will 
promote our Communion it will en- 


courage Faith in God, and Enflame 


Love : It will promote a holy Fear, and 
influence to a ſincere Obedience. ry 


(21) At Death. Here a divine Xnowledy 


will diſplay its Excellency and Sweet- 
neſs; and Adminiſter reviving Supports, 
when all the IWViſdom of the Fleſh, and 
our meer Moral Acquirements, will prove 
but poor and feeble Comforters. This 
Knowledg will enable the Chriftian to look 
Death in the Face with Pleaſure. He will 
behold it as diſarmed of it's Terrowr and 
Afrightment. How did this Knowledg make 
Holy Job to triumph, (at the ſame time 


that he had the clear Proſpects of his tot- 
_ tering Carkas crumbling into Duft, and 


being divided ihto Morſells for the Worms) 
1 KNOW that my Redeemer liveth, and that he 
(all ſtand at the latter day upon the Earth, 
and though after my Skin . or ms deſtroy this 
Body, yet in my Fleſh flall I ſee God. Job 19. 
25, 26- This Kzowledg makes the Chriſtian 
with a becoming Bravery and Unadaunted- 
neſs meet his laſt Enemy, and helps him to 
Conquer the Kecoils and Heſitancies of Na- 
ture, and preſs on with chearfulneſs through 
the Valley of the ſhadow of Death, as fe aring 
no Evil, having the clear views of a Bliſsful 

and Glorious Immortality. | 
This is the Priviledg of the TRUE 
BELIEVER, and this was the Caſe of 
Our 


reg 
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Ur DECEASED FRIE ND. He had 
Mis Competency of humane Wiſdom, but 
that which was his Solace, and -Refreſh- 
ment in a dying Hour, was the K:cwledg 
that he had of God in rhe Face of Jeſus Chcilt. 

I could grestiy Enlarge in his Com- 
mendation (cad an Invidious Age bear 
ir, wherein Cenſure and ſpeaking ill of 
others is ſo much iu Fa ſhion: ) might cake 
Notice of thoſe very Uſeful witcs, where- 
with God had bleſſed him, for the good 
of Human Sceiety, and che Remarkable 
Succeſſes, that attended his Endeavours. 
I could ſpeak of his Readineſs to ſerve 
ll; even the pocreſt, co the Utmoſt of his 
Power; : and of his great Jrauſtry in his 
Buſineſs, Whereby he has ſoon worn out 
himſelf in the ſer vice of others. 
I I right take Notice of that Smeetneſs of 
Temper, and that Courteous Afability wherein 
he exceeded moſt Men; and particularly, 
of his Tendernefs and Endearing Carriage 
towards near Relatives. But theſe were 
bur low Accompliſhments, compared with 
thofe nobler Endowments, and that richer 
Anointing he had from on high. 

He was a Perſon that hegan with God 


betimes, and chat Lent not reſt fatished 


© Wit the e nor che Name wou'd 
fatisfie him. | 
He was a Cloſe Water with God, and 
cijoye- Ld than common Communion F 

| H | n 
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And had one ſingular Advantage above 
many, in that he had a clearer Scheme 
of Divinity in his Mind, (his Notions of 
Divine Things were well digeſted,) and 
had a fuller inſight into Coſpel Truths 
than moſt attain to. He eſcaped the Taint 
and Infection of the Age, keeping clear of 
Deiftical and Socinianizing Principles, with 
which the Minds of many (otherwiſe ) 
Wiſe and Prudent, are Vitiated and 
Debauched. 7 

He ſhewed forth his Faith (the Truth and 
Reality of it) by his Works, He greatly 


delighted in Works of Mercy; and had a 


great tenderneſs upon his Spirit, (when he 
had any under his care, whoſe caſes were 


attended with dangerous Symptoms) and a 


wonderful Sympathy, and Fellow-Feeling with 
others in their Diſtreſs, - together with a 
vigorous Application of Mind to ſtudy to 


do them Service. oF <q 


He had a Conſcientious Regard to the 
great Duty of Charity to the Poor; ſo far, 
that purſuant of an early Vow, he con- 
ſtantly appropriated a certain Proportion of 


his Yearly Income, to be diſpoſed of for 


Charitable Ules. 8 3 
And indeed! Such a Chri#t:an, thoſe 
that knew him intimately, . might diſcern 
thoſe Symptoms, that intimate his ripening 
apace for a better. World, and that he 
was not deſigned for a long Continuance 


here. 


In his laſt Sickneſs, he Was. very Ap- 
prehenſive 
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prehenſive (almoſt in the Beginning of it) 
of his approaching Diſſolution. However, 
he was not at all terrified at the thoughts 
of Dying, but for ſeveral days lay in a 


waiting Poſture, longing to Derart that 
he might be with Chri#. 


I muſt, for the hononr of the Free, and 


Rich Grace of God, and for the encourag- 
ing and ſtrengthning the Faith and Here of 


others, acquaint you with ſome of the 


Sweet and Gracious words that procecded out 
of his Mouth. I asking” him how he did; 
he replied, 1 Bleſs God, I ans without Tor 
rours, and yet have not 4 full Aſſurance. 
However, he expreſſed the firmeſt Re/zance 
and Truſt in God through the Merit and 
Righteouſneſs of the Bleſſed Jeſus. 

He abounded in Heavenly Ejaculat. one, 
and ſometimes Audible, and with ſuch 


Seriouſneſs and Affection as was unuſual, One 


Morning more eſpecially, expecting his 
Diſſolution was at hand, and yer atraid 
it ſhou'd be delayed, I heard him give 
vent to the inward workings of his Mind, 
(as near .as I can remember) in theſe very 
Words. Divine Father of Beings! Art 
4 not thou ready, I am ready: Speak but 
„ the word, and thy Servant ſhall be 
« healed of this Fleth.. 1 wait for 


© Thee.—Tho' Thou art not ſlack conccra- 


« ing thy Promiſe, as ſome Men count 

« $SJackneſs.— Tho' I fee him not, yer 

« THERE He is, and THENCE He will 

** come, Come Lord Jeſus, come 
— 1 4 


— 
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ge thou like a young Roe upon the 
© Mountains of Spices At another time 
Je Breathed forth his Deſires thus, 
* Lord fill my Soul with ſerious Medita- 
{© tions, ſuitable to my great Change; {6 
e ſudden, fo ſurprizing, aud yet 1 Rope ſo 
25 Glorious 

O: the Lord's day Morning before his 
deceaſe, (having at that time the free and 
undiſtur bed Exerciſe of his Reaſon, which 
through the violence of his Diſtemper, he 
did not always enjoy) he had a ſtrong deſire 
to join in ſinging the Praiſes of his Good God; 
and accordingly did, with great compoſure 
of Mind, and Ardour of Affection, join in 
ſinging the 72d Pſalm from the 23d to 
the 27th. Ar the Concluſion of which 
Exerciſe, his Deſires were more ardent and 
ſt:ong after being joined to that Aſembiy 
where he ſhou' d ſing the Seng of Moſes — 
of the Lamb. 

Being defired by a Near Relation to take 
ſomewhat that was preſcribed to him, 
alledging it woud comtort him; he briskly 
replied, COMFORT! I need 3 PIO 
that plain Vifitation which I expe ſo ſoon as 
i am Uncloathed, And finding himſelf under 
ſome kind of Impatiency to be gone out 
of this World, he thus cheek'd himfelt, 
to make him the more willing to wait til 
God ſnou d ſpeak the Releaſing Word. 
1 have na Pain, no Uncaſweſs, ns Fears, 
but rather Joys: Let the Morid ſe, they 
feoff at rhey nom not what. — 

This 
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This is ſomewhat of that I had to ſay 
that fell within the compaſs of my own 
perſonal Knowleage, concerning the latter End 
of this Righteous Man. And what ſhoud our 
Deſire and Endeavour be but that our Latrer 
End (with reſpect to the Comforts and 
Triumphs of Faith) may be like his. And 
what a Teſtimony is this to the Truth of 
Religion; (which ſhon'd make us more eager 


in the purſuit of it) when it adminiſters 
ſuch ſubſtantial and real Supports in a 


dying Hour, and cauſes the truly pious 


Soul to paſs off the Stage of this World 


with Triumph and Joy. | U 
1 ſhall conclude all that I have further 
to add, with a few Hints of Advice to 


the ſorrowful Widow and mournful Relatives 


of our deceaſed. Friend. 
15 Be ill, and know that the Lord 4 


Cod. Pſal. 46. 10. Your Exerciſe is great, 


and their is an awfullneſs in the diſpen- 
ſation, but have a care of rephing againſi 


Ged, Be dumb and not open your Mouths, 


in Murmurings and ygdue Complaiats. 


2. Caſt, your Care and Burden upon the 


Lord, and he ſhall ſuſtain you. Pal, 55. 
22. He is 4 1125 ciful and Faithful 60d 


and will lay upon bis Children and 
People no more than hell enable them to 
bear. He has promiſed a Supply. of ſuf- 
ficient Grace, and that bs ſtrength (hall 
be made perfect in our. Mealneſs. 2 Cor. 
CG 1-1 4 3. Hear 


12. 10. 


Irrer — m ˙¹¹——————————— 
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3. Hear the Rod and who hath appointed 
it. Mic. 6. 9. The Lord is calling loudly, 
Learn to underſtand his meaning. He doth 
not aſſlict willingly, nor grieve the Children of 
Men. * ? 


4. Be dying daily. 1 Cor. 15. 31. Be 
vigorous ia the Mortification of Sin, and 
get more looſened and weaned from the 
World. You have ſomething leſs to love 
the World for (when ſo valuable a Mercy 
is removed out of it) and you have ſome- 
thing more to prize and value Heaven 
for. Be preparing to quit and leave this 
World of Vanity, and to paſs into a World 


of Subſtance. 
\ 


5. Rejorce in the hope of the Glory of God. 
Rom. F. 2. And keep up a lively ſenſe of 


the Second Coming of Chirſt Jeſus. Have 
your Loyns girded, and your Lamps trim- 
med. Wait for the Approaches of that 


Feſus, who ſhall turn your Weeping into 
Laughter, and your Sorrowing and Sighing 


into Rejoicing, and ſhall put an effectual 


Period to all your Vexations and Trials, 


and give you an Eternal Entertainment in 


his own Preſence, where there is fulneſs of 
Foy, and at his own Right Hand, where there 
are Pleaſures for evermore. + | | 


« \* 46 4x | 2 5 h Ee 
4 55 Lam. 3. 33. ＋ Pſal. 16. 11. 
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